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Side effects

Interferon and ribavirin are very strong drugs and both have potential side effects. Not
everyone experiences these side effects, but it is rare for someone to have none at all.
You should expect to get at least a few, particularly at the beginning. The list below sets
them out and rates them as common, less common, and rare.

The list is practically the same for interferon (pegylated or standard) with or without
ribavirin, since it is interferon that is the main cause. The exception to this is anaemia,
which is a side effect of ribavirin. Because anaemia lowers the amount of oxygen
carried around the body, particularly to the muscles, it tends to increase the fatigue
that interferon causes.

Side effects that may require dose reduction or an end
to treatment:

Anaemia (lowered levels of haemoglobin) common

Neutropenia (lowered levels of neutrophils, which are
part of the immune system)

common

Thrombocytopenia (lowered levels of platelets, which
help blood to clot)

common

Diabetes Less
common

Other side effects

Flu-like symptoms, including

Fatigue common

Headaches common

Fever (in the 48 hours following an interferon injection) common

Shaking less common

Muscular and joint aches common

Dizziness less common
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Sight problems, including

Retinal problems rare

Blurred vision less common

Thyroid disease rare

Digestion/stomach symptoms, including

Nausea common

Decreased appetite common

Diarrhoea rare

Vomiting rare

Mental symptoms, including

Depression common

Insomnia common

Irritability/intolerance common

Concentration difficulties common

Respiratory symptoms, including

Coughing less common

Difficulty breathing rare

Skin problems, including

Hair loss common

Pruritis (itching) common
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Rash less common

Dry skin less common

 

Hepatitis Info

About hep C
Just diagnosed?
Risk factors
Stages of hep C
Considering a test
Symptoms
Cirrhosis

Treatment

Considering
Choosing
Side effects
Preparing for treatment
New drugs
Interferon and ribavirin

Living with

Caring for yourself
Prevention
Mental and emotional
Alternative Medicine
Doctors and Consultants

Support

Support Groups
The importance of support
Helpline
Advocacy
Skipton fund

News & Resources

Resources
Newsletter
Media centre

Get Involved

Volunteering
Fundraising
Campaigning
Become a member

18 people like this. Be the first of your friends.LikeLike
More

http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4d64ebc5528a482d
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Hepatitis_C_Info/About+Hepatitis+C/About+Hepatitis+C
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Hepatitis_C_Info/Just+Diagnosed/Just+Diagnosed
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Hepatitis_C_Info/Risk+Factors/What+are+the+risk+factors/Understanding+Risk
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Hepatitis_C_Info/Stages+of+Hepatitis+C/Overview+of+the+stages
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Hepatitis_C_Info/Testing+Process/Things+to+consider
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Hepatitis_C_Info/Stages+of+Hepatitis+C/Symptoms
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Hepatitis_C_Info/The+Liver/Compensated+cirrhosis
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Treatment/Considering+Treatment/Considering+treatment
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Treatment/Considering+Treatment/Choosing+treatment
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Treatment/Treatment/Side+effects
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Treatment/Considering+Treatment/Preparing+for+treatment
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Treatment/Potential+New+Drugs/Potential+new+drugs+introduction
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Treatment/Treatment/Interferons+and+ribavirin
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Living+with+Hep+C/Caring+for+yourself/Introduction+to+living+with+hep+C
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Living+with+Hep+C/Prevention
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Living+with+Hep+C/Mental+and+emotional+attitude
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Living+with+Hep+C/Complementary+Medicine
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Living+with+Hep+C/Doctors+and+Consultants
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Support/Support+Groups
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Support/Types+of+Support/The+importance+of+support
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Support/Services/Hepatitis+C+Trust+helpline
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Support/Services/Hepatitis+C+Trust+advocacy
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Support/Skipton+Fund+Caxton+foundation/Skipton+Fund+-+appeals+panel
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/News_Resources/resources
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/News_Resources/resources/resource_gal_newsletter
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/News_Resources/Media+centre
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Get+Involved/How+you+can+help/Volunteering
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Get+Involved/How+you+can+help/Fundraising
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Get+Involved/How+you+can+help/Campaigning
http://www.hepctrust.org.uk/Get+Involved/How+you+can+help/Receive+our+Newsletter+and+email+updates?referer=%7b92cc40d5-525f-455f-82de-30036598740b%7d&noemail=1


Get tested!
World hepatitis day
Personal stories

About us

Contact us
The team
The work we do
Donate
Resources
Media
About the Trust

The Hepatitis C Trust is a registered charity. We have adopted the Information Standard
which means we are committed to providing reliable and evidence-based information.

Click here if you require further information on any page within this site.
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